
• Most dentists (98%) and physicians (96%) agree access to preventive dentistry is key for 
improving overall health.i 

• 80 entire Texas counties contain federally classified Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas 
with 3 additional counties having partial HPSA designations.  

• With 58% of Texas’s counties containing federally classified Dental Health Professional Shortage 
Areas, Texas now ranks 47th in the US in dentists needed to correct the dental HPSA deficiency.ii  

• As of June 30, 2020, 406 dentists are needed to remove the Dental HPSAs according to HRSA. iii 

• In September 2019, 57 counties have no general dentists and 30 counties have only 1 according 
to DSHS. For Data Information Click Here.   

• Oral Health America recently released, A State of Decay: Volume III; the report rates each U.S. 
state on edentulism, adult Medicaid dental benefits, community water fluoridation, basic 
screening surveys and state oral health plans. Texas ranked forty-third out of fifty states with a 
composite score of 22% resulting in a "poor" overall rating.iv   

• Untreated decay impacts over one-quarter of all adults,v including approximately 4 million in 
Texas. Over half of Texas adults, more than 9 million, have lost at least one tooth due to dental 
diseasevi 

• Nationally, untreated dental decay affects one in three seniors, including more than 1 million 
Texas seniors.vii Almost one in five Texas seniors has lost all their natural teeth.viii Tooth loss and 
poorly fitting dentures impair their ability to speak and interact socially and lead to poor diet 
because they can’t chew properly.ix 

• Texas’s dentist shortage is going to intensify. The Health Resources and Services Administration 
projects that the current dentist shortage will substantially worsen in the next decade.x Within 
that timeframe, more than a third of general dentists will be at or past retirement age.xi Texas’s 
aging dental workforce coupled with its booming population will likely leave many Texans 
unable to access dental care.  

• More than 3 million Texas children have Medicaid coverage but nearly one-third of Texas 
counties have no dentist participating in Medicaid.xii  

• Tooth decay is the single most common chronic disease of childhood and affects nearly 60% of 
the children in the United States.  

• Nearly six of every ten Texas children have experienced dental decay and over one-quarter 
have untreated decay.xiii Kids with untreated decay not only suffer pain and infection; they have 
trouble eating, talking, sleeping, and learning. This directly impacts school performance and 
causes missed school days, —costing school districts money.xiv 

• In a year, nearly 30,000 new cases of oral and pharyngeal cancers are diagnosed, of which about 
7,500 deaths occur. Also, stroke, coronary heart disease, atherosclerosis, preterm and low-birth-
weight babies, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and respiratory disease are all associated with 
poor oral health.xv 

• In Texas, there were 122,096 emergency room visits for non-traumatic dental conditions in 2016 
with an average cost of $1,853 and 4,692 inpatient admissions for NTDC with an average charge 
of $46,198. For Report Link Click Here. 

• In total, 10 Texas patients died in the ER because of the Non-Traumatic Dental Conditions in 
2016.xvi 

• The lives and costs are so significant, they should not go unnoticed or unaddressed. Additionally, 
according to Fair Health Study from January and February 2020 to March and April 2020, dental 
caries (tooth decay or cavities) rose from fifth to fourth most common dental-related diagnosis 
presenting in urgent care centers and ERs. 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/chs/hprc/tables/2019/genden19.aspx
https://www.texashealthinstitute.org/uploads/3/9/5/2/39521365/10_year_inpatient_report_-_april_2019_-_texas_health_institute.pdf
https://www.ajmc.com/view/fair-health-study-reveals-impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-on-dental-services


• Oral disease is solely responsible for 164 million lost work hours each year in the United 
States.xvii 

• Employers are interested in implementing value-based care models that prioritize healthy 
outcomes (51%).xviii 
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